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County doctor named ‘Family Physician of the Year’ 
 

PHOENIX –Adele O’Sullivan, M.D., Medical Director for the Health Care for the Homeless program at 
the Maricopa County Department of Public Health was named the 2006 Family Physician of the Year by 
the American Academy of Family Physicians Wednesday evening at the organization’s conference. 
 
“This award is such a validation to me that my profession values the work I do and the people I serve,” 
O’Sullivan said.  “I am so proud to be a family physician, and think I have the most fulfilling practice 
possible.” 
 
O’Sullivan has worked for Health Care for the Homeless since 1996 and currently serves more than 6,000 
people each year with an integrated system of health care services. This includes assisting people with 
aggressive street outreach, primary care, mental health services, substance abuse services, case management 
and nutrition services.  
 
An active member of the American Academy of Family Physicians and the Arizona Academy of Family 
Physicians since 1981, O’Sullivan has been on the Health Care for the Homeless Clinicians’ Network and 
is recognized for her expertise in addressing health needs of homeless patients.  
 
“We are proud of Adele and her outstanding work to the homeless community,” said Maria Castro M.D., 
director of Public Health’s clinical services division. “Her dedication and passion for serving others is an 
example for all of us to follow. I am honored to call her my colleague.” 
 
Before coming to Maricopa County, she worked as a physician for the El Mirage Family Health Center, 
the Arizona State Hospital, Benson Health Services in Benson, AZ and at the St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
Clinic in Tucson.  
 
O’Sullivan attended college at the University of Arizona, receiving a bachelor of science with distinction in 
pharmacy before going on to earn her doctorate of medicine. She completed her residency at the 
Department of Family and Community Medicine at the U of A’s College of Medicine.  
 
Health Care for the Homeless will join other homeless service providers at the new Human Services 
Campus later this fall. For more information about Health Care for the Homeless visit 
www.maricopa.gov/public_health/homeless. 
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